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Teaching English Creatively:
An Adaptation from Textbook Reading Passages to Play Scripts for
Better Learning and Teaching in the Primary School

[RIBMREHE : ARBRAFEREE » (E\BEEFHHEE ]

On August 21, our Center
organized the captioned
seminar for primary school
English teachers in Hong
Kong. The speaker, Mrs.
Julia Wan, teaches English
literature and creative writing
in the Department of English
Language and Literature in
our University. She is also a
very experienced consultant
in creative English teaching.
Over these ten years, she has
consulted more than fifteen QEF-funded English projects,
designing creative English reading programs for primary
and secondary schools. In the seminar, she elucidated
the advantages of using drama to teach English, and
demonstrated how textbook reading passages could
be adapted to play scripts so that English lessons could
be more joyful, and students were more motivated to
learn. In that afternoon, about forty English teachers
made time to attend the seminar in midst of their
busy schedule in the beginning of the new school year.
Their attendance showed how interested they were in
this topic, and how much they valued creative English
teaching.

In the first hour of the seminar, the speaker
introduced drama, which was a major genre of literature
besides fiction and poetry. The essence of drama is “talk”
and “act.” A play is not just a story for reading (although
play scripts can be read like stories), it is meant to
be performed - to be seen and heard. A playwright
expresses his feelings and conveys his message to the
audience through “talk” and “action”. When children
perform in the English language classroom, they learn to
communicate with other actors and the audience through
“talking” and “acting”. Thus through performance,
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words that remain on the
page and seem so dull
and meaningless become
exciting and meaningful,
making English lessons more
interesting and motivating
for the students. Besides,
“talking” and “acting” can
help students to understand
the emotional meaning of
the language as well.

The speaker also

mentioned the power of drama. She took a quote from
D. Mahoney, who believes that drama has the power
to “transform classroom language from dry artificiality
into something close to living communication”. This
implies that drama is life expression that is related to
a whole person’s development, involving intellectual
growth, emotional development, aesthetic appreciation,
and behavioral awareness, and this can only be taught
through life experience. She also emphasized that drama
was an aid to lanquage teaching and learning, so it should
be integrated in reqular English lessons to benefit every
student in the school rather than once a year in a school
event, or only benefiting a small number of students in a
drama extra-curricular activity. Then, she recommended
the use of “readers theatre”, which is “a co-operative
or shared reading of a poem, story or lyrics”. (Braun &
Braun) in the classroom. This kind of teaching approach
can allow a whole class of students to participate in the
lesson and cater for the students’ learning diversity.
It requires no memorizing, simple costumes, etc., and
it is definitely economical and easy to practice in the
classroom.

In the second part of the seminar, three play scripts
were used as examples. The scripts that were written by
the speaker were adapted from three reading passages
(for 3 different levels) that were taken from some
commonly used English textbooks for primary schools
(Primary Longman Elect and Primary Longman Express
and English to Enjoy). The speaker demonstrated how
she integrated the teaching targets (e.g. the teaching of
vocabulary, grammar, phonics ...) into the adaptation
to make teaching & learning more effective. The scripts
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were very creative and interesting, and they were not
too complicated or too difficult for the students. In
this part of the seminar, the teachers experienced the
effectiveness of using “readers theatre” to teach English
language in the classroom.

After the seminar, the teachers learnt more about
the nature of drama and using drama as an aid to teach
English effectively. They responded that the handouts
that were given by the speaker were very useful. Some
of them were looking forward to small group workshops
on similar topics in the future. All in all, the speaker,
Mrs. Wan delivered a very informative and interesting
seminar, and all the participants had a pleasant and
rewarding afternoon.
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